Marisa Gittins
Graffiti Artists Need Acceptance
(Position Argument)

Graffiti is a form of expressing ideas and emotions for the general public viewing. Images can communicate more than words across many different cultures. Graffiti is widely seen in two contrasting views. The first view is that graffiti is an art form that can have a profound effect on many different lifestyles throughout the community in which we live. Graffiti is meant to be seen. It wants to tell you something. Art in a museum does not always have the same effect, because it is outside of its natural setting. To some graffiti is art and history within a community. The second view is that of graffiti being a form of vandalism, which should not be tolerated. Some forms of graffiti such as quick “tags” such as, “Marisa was here” and names of certain groups or people are pointless to the general public. These few examples give the rest of graffiti a bad name and are often what is foremost thought of in regards to graffiti (Rupsin).  I do not wish for “tagging” to be misinterpreted as graffiti art as further outlined in this article. My position is for there to be acceptance to graffiti artists in our community. There does not seem to be a place where graffiti artists can go and express their ideas and feelings, instead they are often compelled to vandalize public or private property. With more acceptance of this art form, there may be more designated areas where graffiti is welcomed and encouraged. An outstanding amount of our money in tax dollars is being spent annually for the removal of graffiti. We as citizens get a voice in how these tax dollars are being spent. Spending less money on the removal of graffiti could facilitate for different needs to be met in our community. 
As long as there has been written communication there has been a form of graffiti. Many historians would agree when looking at evidence such as cave paintings or any type of message over the years written, carved or painted on a wall surface. Wall paintings have served as a way of communicating within a community of people. These have been used previously for educating an illiterate population in the past. Something that was accepted previously now is the target of many different opposing views regarding whether graffiti is art or history. 
Many graffiti artists put a lot of time and effort into their work. Graffiti artists have been paid to paint murals on public walkways to brighten up the area. This is an effort to foster positive relationships across different sections of the community. As a society we are becoming more accepting of differences. If we are not so quick to cover up someone’s voice we may learn from them.
Vic Rupsin describes himself as an Urban Artist based in the East of England. He described that graffiti is a release from day to day life and the norm. He sees life as a blank canvas waiting for his work. “It gives me the opportunity to express myself. My ideas and my feelings can be shown through the medium of art.” (Rupsin) Graffiti artists have been paid to paint murals on public walkways to brighten up the area. This is an effort to foster positive relationships across different sections of a community. Sometimes graffiti is used to tell of something in history or something that is more personal like the artist’s feelings. 
“If Picasso would have made one of his paintings on the wall of a building, would this be seen as vandalism? I don’t think so. Just because it isn’t done in a studio doesn’t mean it’s not art.” (www.hubpages.com)
Often times the biggest hurdle that graffiti artists go through is acceptance of the canvas that they choose to use. The artists choose public buildings, trains, doors, garages, etc. Most people don’t look open-minded at the picture. Street art is art, specifically visual art, developed for public spaces. Art in a museum does not always have the same effect, because it is outside of it natural setting. Graffiti is a much more direct way of telling people about your thoughts. Graffiti is often attention grabbing as you walk down the street. It can be forced on the public, as opposed to going to a private venue. Graffiti can be used to unite a community and highlight on differences and similarities within the community. 
In the city of Toronto, California graffiti is a legal and acceptable form of street art. The city of Toronto defines graffiti art as “markings made or affixed to properties that are approved by the property owner or occupant, where the markings aesthetically enhance the surface they cover and the general surroundings, having regard to the community character and standards.” (www.toronto.ca) StreetARTToronto or StART is a new pro-active program with a mission to revitalize and engage communities through street and mural art. StART provides up to $30,000 in funding for partnership projects that meet the following objectives: 
· Enhance and promote Toronto’s vibrant street and graffiti art
· Revitalize communities
· Counteract graffiti vandalism
· Engage emerging and established local artists
Their purpose is to eliminate unneeded “tagging” or vandalism and provide more acceptance to graffiti art. Further, their desires are to embrace the differences within a community to celebrate differences and similarities amongst the citizens.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Closer to home, a Fox13 news report presented in May 2013 indicated that Salt Lake has a budget of $400,000 a year for the removal of graffiti. (www.fox13now.com) This is an outstanding amount of money that could be used to facilitate and invite appropriate graffiti areas within the community. With designated areas, there may be less vandalism on public property. $400,000 a year can be used for so many other things within our community. The first step would need to be developing appropriate graffiti areas. 
Graffiti may be the answer for more unity within a community. The positive effects could possibly far outweigh the current removal costs of graffiti. There are examples of graffiti fostering positive relationships highlighting how differences and similarities are needed for success in a community. One cannot truly form an opinion of graffiti until there is more education and exposure to the issue. 
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